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Introduction to the China Law Reader
中国 法律 读本

Zhongguo Falti Duben

Welcome to the China Reader (CLR)!

The primary purpose of the CLR is to intro­

duce you to the language of Chinese law. The ideal 

user is someone who has completed at least two 

years of Chinese language study and is now ready 

to read actual law-related Chinese language texts in 

order to learn the specialized language of Chinese 

law. A side benefit of the CLR is to provide a broad 

introduction to the nature and substance of Chi­

nese law.

The selections may be read in any order. Each 

selection has a complete, independent vocabulary 

section. As you read through several selections, you 

will begin to see some repetition in vocabulary and 

grammar patterns. These patterns and vocabulary, 

together with the vocabulary specific to each area 

of law, represent the language of Chinese law.

Few of the selections are complete texts. This 

is because the primary purpose of the CLR is to in­

troduce the reader to the language of Chinese law, 

not Chinese law itself. Thus, we opted for breadth 

rather than depth in order to expose the reader to 

a wide variety of legal documents and areas of law. 

Each text was selected based on several objective 

and subjective criteria including importance of the 

material, "hot topic" issues and the personal preferences 

of the authors.

Where applicable, each selection includes a 

URL for the original text. In selecting readings, we 

discovered that there are many corrupted versions 

of the original texts available on line, even on Chi­

nese government websites. This adds to the com­

plexity of researching Chinese law, a topic which 

will be touched on in a separate section of the CLR.

Related, we chose not to provide citations to 

English language translations of the readings. In 

preparing the text, we reviewed a number of these 

translations and often found wide variation among


